
The Book of Marriage 326 

had entered in his presence and 
removed her clothes, he saw whiteness 
(of leprosy) around her waist area [IJ 

and the Prophet ~ said, "Put on your 
clothes and return to your family." He 
ordered her dowry to be given to her. 
[Reported by Al-Hakim]. In its chain of 
narrators, is Jamil bin Zaid[2 l , who is 
Majbul (an unaccredited narrator). 
There is also a great difference of 
opinion as to who was his Shaykb. 

865. Narrated Sa'id bin Al-Musaiyab: 
'Umar bin Al-Khattab ~said, "If any man 
marries a woman and after sleeping with 
her finds that she is affected with leprosy 
or insane, she gets her dowry (if he 
divorces her) for having intercourse with 
her, and it is returned to him from the 
one who has deceived him[3 l with her." 
(Sa'id bin Mansur, Malik and Ibn Abo 
Shaiba reported it. Its narrators are 
reliable (tbiqab)]. 

Sa'id (bin Mansur) also reported some
thing similar from 'Ali ( ~) and added: 
"And (if) she has something like a horn 
<Qarn) (coming out of her vagina), her 
husband then has the right to divorce her 
or keep her. And if he had intercourse 
with her, she gets her dowry for the 
intercourse her husband has had." 

866. Narrated Sa'id bin Al-Musaiyab this 
Haditb also: 'Umar ~ gave a decree 
regarding a husband who is impotent 
that he must be given delay for one 
year.[4 l (Its narrators are reliable]. 

for some time and then divorced her. 
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[lJ It means that if the guardians of a woman, by cheating, marry a physically deformed, 
permanently sick, insane or woman afflicted with leprosy etc., the marriage is cancelled due 
to their fraud. Similarly, if a woman is married by cheating to a defective or an abnormal 
man, she has the right to end it. If both man and woman agree, the marriage is valid. 

[
2 1 He was from the Ta'i tribe and Ibn Ma'in and An-Nasa'i said, "He is not reliable." Al

Bukhari also said, "His Hadith is not authentic." The Imams of Hadith verified him as weak. 

[3 l It means that if man does not want to keep such a woman, the dowry is an unjust burden on him. 

[
41 It means that according to Shari'a, an impotent man is he who lacks sufficient strength to 

insert his penis into the vagina. If he inserts it even one time, he will not be regarded impotent. 
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Chapter 2 
THE REIATIONS 

WITH THE WIVES 
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867. Narrated Abu Huraira •= Allah's ~ J~ jj1 ~~ ;~J. ~I :_;. (AW) 

Messenger ~ said, "He who has ii :,; 0 ~h :~ ~I J_?~ Jli :Jli 
intercourse with a woman through her ._. u r--
anus is accursed." 111 [Abu Da'ud and 
An-Nasa'i reported it and the wording is 
his (An-Nasa'i). Its narrators are 
reliable, but it was considered to be 
defective for being Mursal (a missing 
link after the Tabi'i)]. 

868. Narrated Ibn 'Abbas ~: Allah's 
Messenger ~ said, "Allah will not look 
at a man who has intercourse with a 
man or a woman through the anus." 
[Reported by At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasa'i and 
Ibn Hibban, but it was considered to be 
defective for being Mawquf (saying of a 
Companion, i.e. Ibn 'Abbas)]. 

869. Narrated Abu Huraira •= The 
Prophet ~ said, "He who believes in 
Allah and the last Day should not harm 
his neighbor; 12 l and take my advice 
regarding good treatment of women, 
for they were created from a rib. And 
indeed the most crooked part of the rib 
is its upper part. If you attempt to 
straighten it, you will break it,131 and if 
you leave it alone it will remain 
crooked. So, take my advice regarding 
good treatment of women." (Agreed 
upon; the wording is Al-Bukhari's]. 
Muslim has: "So if you enjoy her you 
will do so while crookedness remains 
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[lJ All the religious scholars are of the opinion that anal sexual intercourse with woman is 
unlawful. 

r21 Harming or hurting a Muslim is absolutely unlawful, and harming the neighbor is a major 
sin. 

r31 This Haditb teaches that women should be treated with kindness. The woman's 
temperament is different than man's, by nature. There are many reasons for its crookedness 
and it is very difficult to tackle her. The woman is like a rib, and a healthy rib is crooked by 
nature. Therefore, one should not try to straighten the rib otherwise it will break and cause 
pain. The nature of the woman can not be changed. 
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in her; but if you attempt to straighten 
her you will break her, and breaking 
her is divorcing her." 

870. NarratedJabir •:We were with the 
Prophet ~ on an expedition. Then, 
when we arrived at Al-Madinah and 
were about to enter he said, "Wait[lJ so 
that you may enter by night - i.e. in the 
evening in order that the woman with 
disheveled hair may comb it and the 
woman whose husband has been away 
may shave her pubic hairs (getting 
ready for her husband)." [Agreed 
upon]. 

A narration by Al-Bukhari has: "When 
one of you has been away from home 
for a long time, he must not come to 
his family during the night." 

871. Narrated Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri •= 
Allah's Messenger ~ said, "The worst 
of people in position before Allah on 
the Day of Resurrection is the man who 
has intercourse with his wife, and she 
with him, and then spreads her 
secrets."[ZJ [Reported by Muslim]. 

872. Narrated Hakim bin Mu'awiya on 
the authority of his father ( •): I asked, 
"O Messenger of Allah, what are the 
rights of a wife of one of us on her 
husband?" He replied, "You should 
give her food when you eat, clothe her 
when you clothe yourself, not strike her 
on the face, and do not revile her or 
desert her except within the house.,,. 
[Reported by Ahmad, Abu Da'ud, An
N asa' i and Ibn Majah. Al-Bukhari 
mentioned part of it [the last sentence] 
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[IJ It means that if anyone returns home from a long journey, he should not go directly to his 
house. It is beuer to send the information of arrival. There are many reasons for this. In the 
absence of the husband, a woman may not attend to her appearance, or give attention to 
certain personal matters like shaving the hair from the private areas of the body. This 
untidiness may disturb the husband and may be a cause of his disliking her, etc. 

!2l It means that describing to others what has taken place between husband and wife 
regarding their private marital relations is a major sin. 
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as Mu'allaq (a broken chain from the 
side of the collector, i.e. Al-Bukhari). 
Ibn Hibban and Al-Hakim graded it 
Sahib (authentic)]. 

873. Narrated Jabir bin 'Abdullah ~: 
The Jews used to say, "When a man has 
intercourse with his wife through the 
vagina, but from her back side, the 
child will be squint-eyed." Then, the 
Verse came down: ''Your wives are a 
tilth to you, so come to your tilth 
however you wish" [Agreed upon; the 
wording is Muslim's). 

874. Narrated Ibn 'Abbas ~: Allah's 
Messenger ~ said, "If anyone who 
intends to have intercourse with his 
wife says, 'In the Name of Allah. 0 
Allah, keep us away from the devil and 
keep the devil away from what You 
have provided us (of children)', should 
it be ordained that a child be born to 
them thereby, Satan will never harm 
it." [Agreed upon]. 

875. Narrated Abu Huraira •=The Prophet 
~ said, "When a man calls his wife to 
come to his bed (for marital relations), 
and she refuses to come, and he spends 
the night in anger, the angels curse her 
till the morning." [Agreed upon; the 
wording is Al-Bukhari's). Muslim has: 
"He Who is in heaven is displeased with 
her till her husband is pleased with 
her." 

876. Narrated Ibn 'Umar ~: The Prophet 
~cursed the woman[IJ who joins false 
hair to her real hair [extensions) and 
the one who asks for it to be done to 
her; and the woman who tattoos 
(others) and the one who has it done 
(for her). [Agreed upon]. 
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[IJ In this Hadith four types of women have been cursed: Those who use extensions to make 
their hair look long and those who are involved in this business. Those who tattoo their 
bodies and those who are tattoo designers. These four types have been cursed. Nowadays the 
use of artificial hair is very common among the women for beautification. 
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877. Narrated Judamal1 l ~ daughter of 
Wahb: I was with Allah's Messenger~ 
along with some people when he was 
saying, "I have intended to prohibit 
Ghila (sexual intercourse with a 
woman who is breast-feeding), [ZJ but I 
considered the Romans and the 
Persians and saw that they engaged in 
Ghila without any injury being caused 
to their children thereby." Then they 
asked him about 'Az/131 (withdrawing 
the penis before emission of semen, to 
avoid conception), and Allah's 
Messenger ~ replied, "That is the 
secret (way of) burying alive." 
[Reported by Muslim). 

878. Narrated Abo Sa'id Al-Khudri ~=A 
man said, "O Allah's Messenger, I have 
a slave-girl and I withdraw the penis 
while having intercourse with her 
('Azl). I dislike that she become 
pregnant, but I want (from her) what a 
man wants (from a woman). And the 
Jews say - withdrawing the penis to 
avoid conception is the minor (form of) 
burying alive." He replied, "The Jews 
told a lie, for if Allah intended to create 
it you would r.ot be able to turn it 
away." (Reported by Ahmad and Abu 
Da'ud, the wording is Abo Da'ud's. An
Nasa'i and At-Tahiiwi also reported it. 
Its narrators are reliable). 

879. Narrated Jabir ~: In the lifetime of 
Allah's Messenger ~ when the Qur'an · 
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[lJ She is Judama, daughter of Wahb - also called Jundal Al-Asadiya, the maternal sister of 
'Ukasha bin Mihsan. She was a Sababiya among the early Muslims and she migrated to Al
Madinah. She became a Muslim at Makkah and boycotted her people. She was married to 
Anis bin Qatada. 

l2 l In Arabic, it is called Gbila ('1,;Ji) which means to have sexual intercourse with the wife 
during the period of the child's breast-feeding (before weaning the child). It is also said that 
Gbila means bi:east feeding a child during a new pregnancy. 

l3l 'Az/ (J_;.Ji) means coitus interruptus, i.e. withdrawing the penis from the vagina at the 
time of ejaculation of semen, for the purpose of birth control. As to whether 'Azl is lawful or 
unlawful, there are different Ahilditb concerning this issue. If it is decided that 'Azl is not 
unlawful, as the same time it is also not recommended. In case of a woman who is in poor 
health, 'Azl may be resorted to, so that she is saved from undue hardship. 
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was being revealed, we used to engage 
in 'Azl. Hence, if it had been something 
to be forbidden, the Qur'an would have 
forbade us from doing it. (Agreed 
upon). 

And Muslim has: "That (which we were 
doing) reached the Prophet ~ and he 
did not forbid us from doing it." 

880. Narrated Anas bin Malik ~: The 
Prophet ~ used to have intercourse 
with his wives (one after another), with 
a single bathing. 111 [Agreed upon. The 
wording is Muslim's]. 

Chapter 3 
mE BRIDAL GIFf (MAHR) 

881. Narrated Anas ~: The Prophet ~ 
set Safiyal2 l ~ free, and made her 
freedom her dowry.131 (Agreed upon]. 

882. Narrated Abu Salama bin 'Abdur
Rahmanl4l ( ~): I asked 'Aisha ~, 
"How much had Allah's Messenger ~ 
given as dowry?"l5l She replied, "His 
dowry to his wives was twelve Uqiya 
and Nasbsh. She asked, "Do you know 
what a An-Nashsh is?" I replied, "No." 
She said, "It is half an Uqiya. Hence, 
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[IJ The purpose of mentioning this Hadith here is to show that the division of time for wives 
(in a plural marriage) was not obligatory for the Prophet ~ . If it were compulsory for him, 
as it is upon others, he would not have gone to all his wives in one night. 

l2 l She is the 'Mother of the Believers' Safiya hint Huyai bin Akhtab, from the descendants of 
Prophet Harun . She was married to Kinana bin Abul-Huqaiq who was killed during the battle 
of Khaibar. She was captured, then the Prophet ~ ct-ose her and she became a Muslim. He 
then freed her and married her - making her freedom as her dowry. She died in 50 H. and 
was buried in Al-Baqi'. 

l3l It means that non-financial things can also be the dowry; and it also clarifies that a master 
himself can marry his freed slave-girl, and there is no need of a guardian for this marriage. 

l4 l He is Abu Salama bin 'Abdur-Rahman bin 'Auf Az-Zuhri Al-Qurashi, one of the seven most 
famous Fiqh scholars in Al-Madinah and also among the eminent Tabi'in. He narrated many 
Abadith which he heard from a group of the Saha.ha and also a group of people narrated 
from him. He died in 74 H. or 104 H. at the age of 70 years. 

l5 l There is no fixed limit of Mahr (dowry) in Shari'a, but keeping it to a small amount is 
preferred, to make marriage easy for the common people. 
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the total was five hundred Dirhams, 
and that was Allah's Messenger's ~ 
dowry to his wives." [Reported by 
Muslim]. 

883. Narrated Ibn 'Abbas ~: When 'Ali 
(~)married Fatima~ Allah's Messenger 
~ said to him, "Give her something (as 
dowry)." He replied, "I have nothing." 
He said, "Where is your Hutarniya coat 
of mail?" [Reported by Abu Da'ud and 
An-Nasa'i; Al-Hakim graded it Sahib 
(authentic)]. 

884. Narrated 'Amr bin Shu'aib on his 
father's authority from his grandfather: 
Allah's Messenger ~ said, "If any 
woman marries for a dowry, a gift, or a 
promise before contracting the 
marriage, it belongs to her. [lJ As for 
whatever is fixed to her after 
contracting the marriage, it belongs to 
whomever it has been given. The most 
worthy gift a man is honored with is 
what he gets on account of (the 
marriage of) his daughter or sister." 
[Reported by Ahmad and Al-Arba'a 
except At-Tirrnidhi]. 

885. Narrated 'Alqama[ 2 1 on the 
authori.ty of Ibn Mas'ud ~: He was 
asked ~.bout a man who had married a 
woman and had not fixed a dowry for 
her. And he did not consummate (the 
marriage) with her till he died. Ibn 
Mas'ud replied, "She should receive a 
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[IJ It means that whatever is decided before the marriage is a Mahr (dowry), and it belongs to 

the woman. Whether it is in form of money, gold, ornaments, clothes, land, a house or 
anything else, she is the sole owner of that thing. If anything is given to her relatives after the 
marriage, that will not be considered as part of the dowry, and it will not belong to her. It is 
a gift for him to whom it is given. Things decided before the marriage as dowry, and 
delivered later to her relatives, is dowry and she is the owner of all those things. 

r21 He is 'Alqama bin Qais Abu Shibil bin Malik from Banu Bakr bin An-Nakha'. He narrated 
from 'Umar and Ibn Mas'iid. He was a great Tabi'i and was famous for narrating the Ahaditb 
of Ibn Mas'iid and for accompanying him. He was the uncle of Al-Aswad An-Nakha'i. He died 
in the year 61 H. 
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dowry similar to what the women of 
her community receive without 
decrease or increase. Pl She must 
observe the 'Iddah period (of waiting 
before re-marrying) and is entitled to a 
share of the inheritance." Ma'qil bin 
Sinan Al-Ashja'i[2 J then got up and 
said, "Allah's Messenger ~ ruled the 
same as your ruling regarding Birwa', 
daughter ofWashiqC3 l , a woman of our 
tribe." Ibn Mas'iid was delighted with 
it. [Reported by Ahmad and Al-Arba'a. 
At-Tirmidhi graded it Sahib (authentic), 
while a group (of Hadith scholars) 
graded it Hasan (good)]. 

886. Narrated Jabir bin 'Abdullah ~: 
The Prophet ~ said, "If anyone gives as 
a dowry to a woman some flour or 
dates, he has made her lawful for 
himself." [Abu Da'ud reported it, and 
indicated that the stronger opinion is 
that it is Mawquf (saying of a 
Companion)]. 

887. Narrated 'Abdullah bin 'Aamir bin 
Rabi'a[4J on the authority of his father: 
The Prophet ~ gave his approval of the 
marriage of a woman for two sandals as 
a dowry. [5J [At-Tirmidhi reported it 
and graded it Sahib (authentic), but he 
was opposed in that (grading of the 
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[IJ If the dowry is decided before marriage it is well and good, she will have whatever is 
decided. However, if it is not decided then the dowry will be the same as the dowry of other 
women of that family. This kind of dowry is called Mahr Mith! (peer dowry). If the man 
divorces a woman before sexual intercourse, then she will get half of the dowry decided 
before marriage, while if it was not decided before marriage, she will not get anything. In 
case of death of the man, the woman gets the full dowry whether it be a Mahr Muqarrar 
(fixed dowry) or Mahr Mith! (peer dowry). She is also a heir of the property of her late 
husband. 
121 He is Abu Muhammad Ma'qil bin Sinan Al-Ashja'i. He was a Sahiibi who attended the 
conquest of Makkah and settled at Kufa. The people of Kufa narrated his Ahadith, and he was 
imprisoned and killed on the day of Al-Harra. 

131 Birwa', daughter ofWashiq was a Sahabiya. 
141 He is Abu 'lmran 'Abdullah bin 'Aamir bin Rabi'a Al-'Anzi. He was four or five years old 
when the Prophet ~ died and he died in the year 85 H. or 90 H. 

151 It means anything can be a dowry, if it has some value. 
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Hadith)]. 

888. Narrated Sahl bin Sa'd •= The 
Prophet ~ married a man to a woman 
for a dowry of an iron ring. [lJ [Al
Hakim reported it. It is a portion of the 
long Hadith preceding in the beginning 
of the Book of Marriage]. 

889. Narrated 'Ali •= The dowry should 
not be less than ten Dirhams. [Ad
Daraqutni reported it as Mawquf 
(saying of a Companion, i.e. 'Ali). Also, 
there is a defect in its chain of 
narrators]. 

890. Narrated 'Uqba bin 'Aamir •:Allah's 
Messenger ~ said, "The best dowry is 
that which is most easy." [Abu Da'ud 
reported it and Al-Hakim graded it 
Sahib (authentic)]. 

891. Narrated 'Aisha ~: 'Amra ~ 
daughter of Al-Jaunl2 l sought refuge 
(in Allah) from Allah's Messenger ~ 
when she was brought in to him -
meaning when he married her - and he 
said, "You have sought refuge in the 
One Worthy of seeking refuge in."131 
Then, he divorced her, and 
commanded Usama who gave her three 
garments as a gift (i.e. her dowry). [Ibn 
Majah reported it, but there is a 
rejected narrator in its chain of 
narrators]. The origin of the aforesaid 
story is found in the Sahib of Al-
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[lJ This piece of narration is from the Haditb in which a woman presented her person to the 
Prophet ~ as a gift. Though she was not married for an iron ring, the Prophet ~ accepted -
in principle - that an iron ring could be given as her dowry, and this is the reason for relating 
this Haditb at this place. 

ri1 'Amra daughter of Al-Jaun's real name was disagreed upon for some said her name was 
Asma' daughter of An-Nu'man bin Abul Jaun bin Al-Hanth Al-Kindiya. While the most likely 
name was Umaima, daughter of An-Nu'man bin Shacihil. 

r3J This Haditb is mentioned here to show that the Prophet~ did not fix the dowry of that 
woman, and before having sexual relations with her divorced and gave her three pieces of 
clothes. It means that if the dowry is not decided and the woman is divorced before sexual 
intercourse, she must be given some clothing at least. The maximum she can be given a slave 
or a slave-girl. This is called Mut'ab At-Taliiq. 
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